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Renewing !e Covenant    Joshua 28:14-28 

Key Points

In Joshua 24, God has gathered the Israelites together at Shechem and is reminding them, 
through Joshua, of the journey that he has brought them on. Having reminded them of all 
he’s done for them as a people, he then asks them to renew the covenant that they have 
made with him, asking them to commit to serving him faithfully and throwing away their 
idols. Having done that, Joshua gets a large stone and sets it down as a reminder of this 
covenant.

Jane talked about how the Israelites were called to make a decision to serve God in this 
passage, which reaffirms the decision they had already made. For many of us, we have 
made decisions to serve God in a particular way, but it is easy to find those decisions being 
pushed down the priority list, and find that other decisions we take conflict with the 
decision to serve God. She talked about how we can be intentional about serving God, 
recognising the importance of being so, and remembering God’s faithfulness.

Questions  

1. Why do you think the Israelites struggle so much to keep following God?

2. How far do you think those reasons apply to us?

3. What reasons do God / Joshua give as to why the Israelites should keep serving God?

4. Which of those reasons resonate most strongly with you?

5. How do you relate to the idea that it’s easy to make the right decision at the outset, but often 
hard to keep on making the right decisions, moment after moment, day after day?

6. What are the practical things we can do to keep doing so? / How do we recognise when we are 
wandering off the straight and narrow?

7. If you had to list the things that you are most tempted to idolise, what would they be? (For 
personal reflection or discussion, as desired!)

8. The Israelites set up a stone as a reminder of the renewed covenant. If we were to set up 
‘stones’ to remind us of God’s faithfulness, what would they look like?

9. How can we encourage one another in how we serve God, day by day?


