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THE BOOK OF TRIALS &

JAMES TEMPTATIONS

MAKING FAITH WORK James 1.1-18

Key Points :
e The Book of James was written to a church that was scattered and couldn’t meet all

together due to circumstances beyond their control. In difficult times like these, trials
and temptations are inevitable, but God will empower us to persevere as we live out
our faith. If we don't give up, we win.

e God is going to use trials to mature us. Ask God for His perspective, and trust His
process. Times of trial give us an opportunity to draw closer to God. Ask Him to guide
you, and stand firm in faith.

e Satan wants to use temptation to destroy us. Understand “the process of temptation”
(deception, desire, disobedience, death), and be real about your weaknesses.

e We can use temptation as a target of growth. Remember “ACDC": Avoid the situation,
Counter with the Word, Develop healthy friendships, Commit to prayer. When you are
tempted, with God’s help, you can overcome and live in victory.

Questions:

Conversation Starter

1. Have you ever been in a situation where you were pushed to your absolute limits? (It
could be physical, mental or anything elsel)

Start Thinking & Sharing
2. What does it look like to truly trust God in the middle of a trial? Share about a time in
your life when God empowered you to persevere through something difficult.

3. In times of trial, do you tend to trust God or fight for control? In what ways do you
need to fully surrender to God?

4. In which of the four “ACDC" steps do you need to grow the most? What is a practical
way to strengthen that part of your life?

Start praying. Be bold, and pray specifically.

5. Jesus, thank You for the opportunity to meet together and build healthy relationships,
even in the midst of trials and temptation. As we walk through this time, help us see from
Your perspective, trust Your process, and overcome temptation so we can live in Your
victory. Amen

Start doing. Commit to a step, and live it out this week.
6. Share your current trials and temptations with someone this week (either in your
connect group, prayer triplet or a friend) and ask them to pray with you and for you.
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